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THE  AREA 

Ramsey  Lake  State  Park  has  a  rolling,  wooded  terrain 
surrounding  a  scenic  lake.  It  is  located  1  mile  northwest 
of  Ramsey  in  Fayette  County.  The  area  provides  a  diver¬ 
sity  of  recreational  activities  which  include:  Fishing, 
Hunting,  Camping,  Picnicking,  Hiking  Trails,  Horse¬ 
back  Trails,  and  Snowmobiling  Trails. 

THE  LAKE 

Ramsey  Lake,  constructed  in  a  valley  with  a  pictur¬ 
esque,  elevated  timbered  shoreline  of  almost  4  miles, 
is  the  main  attraction  of  the  area.  Construction  on  the 
47  acre  lake  was  started  in  1948  and  completed  in  the 
summer  of  1949.  The  lake  has  a  maximum  depth  of  28 
feet. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  desirable  fish  population,  the 
lake  has  undergone  several  drawdowns  with  complete 
restocking.  This  management  tool  coupled  with  other 
fishery  practices  insures  good  fishing  for  the  novice 
or  experienced  angler. 

HISTORY 

Old  Fox  Chase  Grounds  —  Long  known  as  the  “Old 

Fox  Chase  Grounds,”  Ramsey  Lake  State  Park  was 
popular  for  many  fox  and  coon  hunters  to  try  the  skill 
of  their  dogs.  For  many  years,  the  largest  meet  was 
staged  during  the  last  part  of  September.  The  center 
of  activities  was  near  the  big  springs  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  present  lake.  It  had  the  appearance  of  a 
country  fairgrounds  with  a  dance  platform  under  a  tent, 
merry-go-round,  and  other  rides,  large  farm  machinery 
displays,  and  several  dozen  tents  for  contestants  and 
spectators.  When  the  big  spring  failed,  the  event  was 
moved  elsewhere. 

The  owner  of  the  land,  S.  E.  Stokes,  was  civic-minded 
and  made  his  property  available  for  outings  of  various 
groups.  With  its  rough  wooded  hills  and  beautiful 
woods,  Ramsey  Lake  was  and  still  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  recreational  areas  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

The  area  was  first  considered  as  a  public  recreational 
area  in  the  late  twenties  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Len  Small.  In  1947  the  State  of  Illinois  pur¬ 
chased  815  acres  of  this  land  for  a  lake  site.  Additional 
Land  acquisition  has  increased  the  total  acreage  to 
1880  acres. 

The  Ramsey  Lions  Club  was  particularly  active  in  help¬ 
ing  to  secure  the  land.  County,  township,  and  individual 
donations  were  used  to  build  a  road  to  the  area. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking  —  Shady  Grove  and  Lakeview  picnic  areas 
offer  shelters,  water,  privies,  tables,  and  stoves.  Shady 
Grove  also  has  playground  equipment.  Fox  Knoll,  Coon 
Ridge,  and  Blackberry  Fork  picnic  areas  are  small, 
shady,  and  secluded  knolls  that  overlook  the  lake.  They 
contain  tables,  stoves,  and  are  convenient  to  privies 
and  water. 


Camping  — White  Oak  Campground  has  95  Class  “A” 
campsites  available  with  a  sanitary  disposal  station, 
electricity,  and  a  flush  toilet  and  shower  building.  A 
Class  “B”  Group  Campground  with  24  electric  sites  is 
available  for  organized  groups  and  as  an  overflow 
area.  Hickory  Grove  Campground  has  75  Class  “C” 
campsites  with  privies,  fire  pads,  and  tables.  These 
areas  have  water  hydrants  conveniently  placed 
throughout  the  campgrounds  and  are  located  in  dense¬ 
ly  wooded  areas  which  provide  for  shade  and  beauty. 
Crabapple  Ridge  Youth  Group  Campground  is  availa¬ 
ble  for  organized  youth  groups. 

Reservations  —  Reservations  are  available  for  por¬ 
tions  of  White  Oak  Campground,  the  Group  Camp¬ 
ground,  and  Crabapple  Ridge  Youth  Group 
Campground.  Contact  site  staff  for  information  on  re¬ 
serving  specific  sites  or  campgrounds.  All  campers 
must  obtain  a  camping  permit  from  the  campground 
host  or  park  staff. 

Hiking  — There  is  1  mile  of  designated  trail  available 
for  use  and  several  miles  of  unmarked  fire  lanes  that 
may  be  used. 

Fishing  and  Boating  —  the  lake  is  stocked  with  large- 
mouth  bass,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish,  channel  catfish, 
and  black  crappie.  There  are  boat  rentals,  boat  docks, 
and  a  launching  ramp.  Gas  motors  are  not  allowed; 
only  electric  trolling  motors  are  permitted.  Fishing  is 
allowed  on  the  several  ponds  located  on  the  area. 
Regulations  on  catch  and  size  limits  are  available  at 
the  park  office. 

Concession  Stand  —  A  concession  stand  is  located 
near  the  boat  dock  where  boat  rentals,  food,  and  a 
variety  of  camping,  picnicking,  and  fishing  supplies 
are  available  during  the  season. 

Horse  Trail  —  A  13  mile  horse  trail  is  located  in  the 
north  end  of  the  area  along  with  a  small  horse  camp¬ 
ground.  This  area  is  located  1  mile  north  of  the  park 
entrance. 

Hunting  —  Dove,  squirrel,  quail,  pheasant,  and  deer 
(bow  only)  are  hunted  in  season.  Shotguns  only  are 
permitted  and  no  Hunting  is  allowed  inside  of  Lake 
Circle  Drive.  A  controlled  pheasant  and  quail  program 
is  run  during  the  season.  Hunting  dates  and  times  may 
differ  from  State  regulations.  Consult  the  park  staff  con¬ 
cerning  opening  dates  and  hunting  hours.  A  check 
station  is  located  at  the  park  office.  All  hunters  except 
squirrel  and  deer  hunters  much  check  in,  and  all  hun¬ 
ters  must  check  out  and  report  their  harvest. 

Winter  Sports  —  Winter  activities  include  ice  fishing, 
snowmobiling,  cross-country  skiing,  sledding,  and  ice 
skating.  There  are  13  miles  of  designated  snowmobile 
trails  located  on  the  area.  Please  check  with  site  staff 
to  see  if  snow  depth  is  adequate  prior  to  snowmobiling. 
Ice  fishing  and  ice  skating  are  allowed  at  the  visitor’s 
own  risk. 


Please  —  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy.  Keep  all  vehicles 
on  paved  roads,  camping  pads,  or  parking  lots.  Keep 
horses  on  designated  trails.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest 
available  trash  container.  No  plants,  flowers,  shrubs, 
or  trees  may  be  removed  or  damaged.  Always  be  care¬ 
ful  with  any  type  of  fire.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a 
question,  feel  free  to  contact  the  site  superintendent. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted  to 
any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site  superin¬ 
tendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the  facilities.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  adequate  supervi¬ 
sion  and  at  least  one  responsible  adult  must  accom¬ 
pany  each  group  of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a 
leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of  every 
part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining  rooms  are 
important  features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere 
Marquette  and  Giant  City;  White  Pines  Forest  has  cab¬ 
ins  and  dining  rooms  only,  and  Black  Hawk  has  dining 
rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made 
with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  the  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When  weather 
conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads  during 
freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by 
foot  only. 

For  more  details,  contact  Site  Superintendent,  Ramsey 
Lake  State  Park,  PO.  Box  97,  Ramsey,  Illinois  62080, 
phone  618/423-2215.  For  information  on  other  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation  facilities,  write  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation,  524  S.  Second  St.,  Springfield, 
IL  62706. 
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